
Royal Society of Chemistry Prizes and
Awards

The UK Royal Society of Chemistry has recently
honored several outstanding scientists in its 2016
prizes and awards scheme. We feature some of the
awardees who have recently published their work
in Angewandte Chemie or its sister journals.

Ian J. S. Fairlamb (University of York) is the
recipient of a Corday–Morgan Prize, which is
awarded to individuals under the age of 40 for
their contributions to the field of chemistry. Ange-
los Michaelides (University College London) and
Charlotte K. Williams (Imperial College London)
were also honored in this category. Fairlamb
carried out his PhD (completed in 1999) with
Julia M. Dickinson at Manchester Metropolitan
University. After postdoctoral research with
Guy C. Lloyd Jones at the University of Bristol
(2000–2001), he started his independent career at
the University of York in 2001, and is currently
Professor of Chemistry. FairlambÏs research inter-
ests are in mechanistic organic and organometallic
chemistry aligned with catalysis, chemical synthesis,
and medicinal applications that involve transition
metals. He has discussed redox-active NOx ligands
in a Minireview in Angewandte Chemie.[1]

Thomas Wirth (Cardiff University) is the
winner of the Bader Award, which is presented
for achievements in the area of organic chemistry.
Wirth studied at the University of Bonn, and
carried out his PhD (completed in 1992) with
Siegfried Blechert at the Technische Universit�t
Berlin. After a postdoctoral work with Kaoru Fuji
at Kyoto University (1992–1993), he started his
independent career at the University of Basel,
where he completed his habilitation (mentored by
Bernd Giese) in 1999. He joined Cardiff University
in 2000. WirthÏs research interests involves stereo-
selective electrophilic reactions, oxidative trans-
formations with hypervalent iodine reagents, and
organic synthesis performed in microreactors. His
report on the use of chiral hypervalent iodine
reagents for enantioselective oxidative rearrange-
ments was featured on a cover of Chemistry—A
European Journal.[2] Wirth is one of the Editorial
Advisory Board Chairs of ChemistryOpen.

Vincent M. Rotello (University of Massachu-
setts, Amherst) is the recipient of the Bioorganic
Chemistry Award. Rotello studied at the Illinois
Institute of Technology and Yale University, and
worked with Harry Wasserman at the latter insti-
tution for his PhD (completed in 1990). From 1990–
1993, he was a postdoctoral fellow with Julius
Rebek, Jr. at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, and in 1993, he joined the faculty at the
University of Massachusetts, where he is currently
University Distinguished Professor. RotelloÏs
research program focuses on the use of synthetic

organic chemistry at the interface between syn-
thesis and biology, and spans the areas of devices,
polymers, and (bio)nanotechnology (in particular
delivery, imaging, diagnostics, and nanotoxicology).
His recent contributions to Angewandte Chemie
include a report on zwitterionic gold nanoparticles
for cellular uptake.[3] Rotello also received a 2016
TREE Award from the Research Corporation for
Science Advancement.

John A. Murphy (University of Strathclyde)
has been honored with the Charles Rees Award,
which is given for excellence in the field of
heterocyclic chemistry. Murphy studied at the
University of Dublin, and worked with James
Staunton at the University of Cambridge for his
PhD (awarded in 1980). From 1979–1980, he was a
research fellow with J. William Lown at the Uni-
versity of Alberta, and from 1980–1983, he was a
departmental demonstrator with Jack E. Baldwin
at the University of Oxford. In 1983, he joined the
faculty at the University of Nottingham, and in
1995, he moved to the University of Strathclyde,
where he is currently Merck–Pauson Professor.
Murphy and his group are interested in chemical
reactivity and mechanisms of organic reactions, in
particular electron-transfer reactions and radical
chemistry. He has reported in Angewandte Chemie
on the double deprotonation of pyridinols.[4]

Andrew Weller (University of Oxford) is the
winner of the Frankland Award, which is given for
contributions to the fields of organometallic or
coordination chemistry. Weller studied at the Uni-
versity of Warwick, and was awarded his PhD in
1988 for work supervised by John Jeffrey at the
University of Bristol. He subsequently carried out
postdoctoral research with Alan Welch at Heriot–
Watt University (1995–1997) and Thomas Fehlner
at the University of Notre Dame (1997–1998). He
joined the University of Bath in 1998, and was
made professor at the University of Oxford in 2007.
Research in WellerÏs group is based on synthetic
organometallic chemistry, in particular the gener-
ation and stabilization of transition-metal com-
plexes with a low coordination number or which are
“operationally unsaturated”. His latest contribu-
tion to Angewandte Chemie is a report on amino-
borane dehydropolymerization.[5]

Richard E. P. Winpenny (University of Man-
chester) has been honored with the Ludwig Mond
Award, which is presented for outstanding research
in the field of inorganic chemistry. Winpenny
studied at Imperial College London, where he
worked with David Goodgame and David Williams
for his PhD (completed in 1988). After postdoc-
toral research with John P. Fackler, Jr. (1988–1989),
he started his independent career at the University
of Edinburgh in 1990. He was made Professor of
Inorganic Chemistry at the University of Man-
chester in 2000. Winpenny and his group are
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interested in molecular magnetism and, more
broadly, nanoscience, including supramolecular
assemblies of molecular magnets and the magnet-
ism of lanthanide complexes. He has reported in
ChemPhysChem on copper keplerates.[6]

Michael S. Hill (University of Bath) is the
winner of the Main Group Chemistry Award. Hill
studied at the University of Bath, where he
completed his PhD (supervised by Kieran
Molloy) in 1994. He subsequently carried out
postdoctoral research with David A. Atwood at
North Dakota State University (1995–1997), and
Colin Eaborn and J. David Smith at the University
of Sussex (1998–2000), as well as working at
Pilkington Glass (1997–1998). He started his inde-
pendent career at the University of Sussex in 2000,
moved to Imperial College London in 2002, and
joined the University of Bath in 2007. HillÏs
research program involves synthetic main-group-
element chemistry. He has reported in Chemistry—
A European Journal on the catalytic properties of a
b-diketiminato magnesium alkyl complex.[7]

Jieping Zhu (Êcole Polytechnique F¦d¦rale de
Lausanne; EPFL) is the recipient of the Natural
Product Chemistry Award. Zhu studied at Hang-
zhou Normal University and Lanzhou University,
and obtained his PhD in 1991 from the Universit¦
Paris-Sud for work supervised by Henri-Philippe
Husson and Jean-Charles Quirion. After postdoc-
toral work with Derek H. R. Barton at Texas A&M
University (1991–1992), he joined the Institut de
Chimie des Substances Naturelles, Gif-sur-Yvette
as a CNRS researcher in 1992. He was made
professor at the EPFL in 2010. ZhuÏs current
research interests are the development of novel
synthetic methods and the total synthesis of natural
products. He has reported in Angewandte Chemie
on the enantioselective total synthesis of
(¢)-terengganensine A.[8] Zhu is on the Interna-
tional Advisory Boards of the Asian Journal of
Organic Chemistry and the European Journal of
Organic Chemistry.

Andrew J. Wilson (University of Leeds) is the
winner of the Norman Heatley Award, which is
presented for work at the interface of chemistry
and the life sciences. Wilson studied at the Uni-
versity of Manchester Institute of Science and
Technology, and carried out his PhD (awarded in
2000) with David A. Leigh at the University of
Warwick. After postdoctoral work with Andrew D.
Hamilton at Yale University (2001–2002) and E. W.
Meijer at the Eindhoven University of Technology
(2003–2004), he joined the faculty at the University
of Leeds in 2004. WilsonÏs research focuses on the
use of synthetic compounds to understand and
control molecular recognition and self-assembly,

with a strong emphasis on the inhibition of protein–
protein interactions. He was Guest Editor (together
with Patrick T. Gunning) of recent Special Issues of
ChemBioChem and ChemMedChem on protein–
protein interactions,[9a,b] where he reported on a-
helix-mediated protein–protein interactions.[9c]

Helma Wennemers (ETH Zurich) is the recip-
ient of the Pedler Award, which is given for work in
the field of organic chemistry. Wennemers studied
at the University of Frankfurt, and worked with
W. Clark Still at Columbia University, New York,
for her PhD (awarded in 1996). After postdoctoral
work with Hisashi Yamamoto at Nagoya University
(1997–1998), she started her independent career at
the University of Basel in 1999, and she was made
Professor of Organic Chemistry at the ETH Zurich
in 2011. Wennemers and her group are interested in
the development of small molecules with functions
that are fulfilled in nature by large macromolecules,
including bioinspired asymmetric catalysts and
functionalizable collagen, as well as molecular
scaffolds for applications in supramolecular and
biological chemistry, and the controlled formation
of metal nanoparticles. Her report on the size-
controlled formation of noble-metal nanoparticles
was recently featured on the cover of Angewandte
Chemie.[10]

[1] I. J. S. Fairlamb, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2015, 54,
10415; Angew. Chem. 2015, 127, 10558.

[2] M. Brown, R. Kumar, J. Rehbein, T. Wirth, Chem.
Eur. J. 2016, 22, 4030.

[3] T. Mizuhara, K. Saha, D. F. Moyano, C. S. Kim, B.
Yan, Y.-K. Kim, V. M. Rotello, Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. 2015, 54, 6567; Angew. Chem. 2015, 127, 6667.

[4] J. P. Barham, G. Coulthard, R. G. Kane, N. Delgado,
M. P. John, J. A. Murphy, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed.
2016, 55, 4492; Angew. Chem. 2016, 128, 4568.

[5] A. Kumar, N. A. Beattie, S. D. Pike, S. A. Macgregor,
A. S. Weller, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 6651;
Angew. Chem. 2016, 128, 6763.

[6] M. A. Palacios et al., ChemPhysChem 2016, 17, 55.
[7] C. Weetman, M. S. Hill, M. F. Mahon, Chem. Eur. J.

2016, 22, 7158.
[8] C. Piemontesi, Q. Wang, J. Zhu, Angew. Chem. Int.

Ed. 2016, 55, 6556; Angew. Chem. 2016, 128, 6666.
[9] For Editorials, see a) A. J. Wilson, P. T. Gunning,

ChemBioChem 2016, 17, 644 and b) A. J. Wilson,
P. T. Gunning, ChemMedChem 2016, 11, 732; c) V.
Azzarito, P. Rowell, A. Barnard, T. A. Edwards, A.
Macdonald, S. L. Warriner, A. J. Wilson, ChemBio-
Chem 2016, 17, 768.

[10] S. Corra, U. Lewandowska, E. M. Benetti, H. Wen-
nemers, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 8542;
Angew. Chem. 2016, 128, 8684..

International Edition: DOI: 10.1002/anie.201605977
German Edition: DOI: 10.1002/ange.201605977

Angewandte
ChemieNews

10182 www.angewandte.org Ó 2016 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2016, 55, 10181 – 10182

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201411487
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201411487
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.201504844
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.201504844
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201411615
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201411615
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201411615
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201511847
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201511847
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201511847
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201600898
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201600898
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cphc.201500956
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.201600681
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.201600681
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201602374
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201602374
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201602374
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cbic.201600166
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cmdc.201600158
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cbic.201500504
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cbic.201500504
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201605977
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201605977
http://www.angewandte.org

